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Transitional Housing

Community Needs

Cabarrus County has a growing number of families who are facing homelessness due to
loss of employment, unexpected medical costs, divorce and other causes. Among the
traditional causes of foreclosure is a growing concern for predatory lending in our state.

Cooperative Christian Ministry’s Samaritan House Night Shelter regularly
experiences more families inquiring about shelter than we can assist.

Our Crisis Center counsels, on a regular basis, with families who are caught in a
cycle of loss and are employing every means available to avoid losing their home
and their dignity.

The North Carolina Justice Center recently reported that foreclosures in Cabarrus
County are at an all time high. Cabarrus represents the highest rate of increase of
all counties in North Carolina from 1998 to 2006, suffering at a rate of 2.7
foreclosures per day in 2006.

Transitional Housing is the necessary step between homelessness and Supportive
Housing. A transitional housing program is a teaching program designed to provide both
a safe and manageable living environment and the necessary structure to provide
financial and life skills education.

Our community does not presently have a Transitional Housing program to assist families
who find themselves homeless. There are Supportive Housing programs in our
community that assist families who are financially ready to establish a new household,
but many homeless families do not have the stability or the resources to complete the
transition.

Cooperative Christian Ministry’s Response

CCM will establish a “Teaching Housing” program called Project Independence to
develop a model for assisting homeless families to re-establish stability in their lives.

We will accomplish this by providing a safe affordable living environment within a
program that includes a disciplined structure, ongoing case management, educational
activities, and life skills training designed to prepare the family for an independent
permanent housing opportunity.




